A Message from The

Chair - February 2026

It’s shaping up to be a very exciting milestone year here at CCCWHC and we
thank you for your support and contributions so far.
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For those of you who are joining us at our International Women’s Day celebration
next week to recognise 50 years of caring for women on the Coast, we look
forward to celebrating with you!

The year’s IWD theme is ‘Balance the Scales: Rights. Justice. Action. For ALL
Women and Girls,” highlighting the urgent need to ensure fair, inclusive, and
accessible justice for every woman and girl.

According to UN Women, no nation has closed the legal gaps between men and
women. In 2026, women still have only 64% of the legal rights that men hold
worldwide.

In fundamental areas of our lives including work, money, safety, family, property
and business, the law systematically disadvantages women. From harmful social
norms to discriminatory laws, women and girls continue to face entrenched
obstacles to equal justice.

This year, IWD calls for action to dismantle the structural barriers to equal justice:
discriminatory laws, weak legal protections, and harmful practices and social
norms that erode the rights of women and girls. Without justice systems that work
for women, rights become a promise that never arrive.

You can find out more at: eca.unwomen.org/international-womens-day-2026-
rights-justice-action-for-all-women-and-girls

We hope that you will join with us throughout this very important month to
advocate for the rights and empowerment of all women and girls everywhere.
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